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THE DIRECT PRIMARY LAW,

We are in receipt of a letter from W. S, U'Ren of
Oregon City, seeretary of the Direct Primary Nomi-
nations League, asking us to lend our support to the
direct primary law which will be voted upon by the

people of Oregon at the coming state election. Wnth

the letter comes a circular from Michigan, which at—!

tacks the present method of making nominations and
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election offieials,
Registration requires but two or three minutes’

his name, age, place of birth, residence and oceupa-
tion, or, if foreign-born, displays his naturalization
papers if he has not previously registered. Without
any undue annoyance he paves the way for a quick
vote on election day, and is of no inconvenience to
election officials or his friends.
All men entitled to a vote should register. They
may say before election that'they do not care to
vote, but they will vote, just the same. On election
day the friends of the various candidates will ask
them to vote and they will do as requested. Apart
from this, it is their duty to vote. If they fail to do
s0, they are not good citizens. This being the case,
everyone should register.
Only one-half of the voters of the city of Astoria
have registered. Go into any place where four to
10 men are employed and ask how have reg-
istered. Invariably it will be found that but one or
two have done so. The tardy ones should not longer
|delay. ~ A president is to be chosen thié year, and
registration is necessary in order that a man may
,vote for one of the various eandidates.

Astoria should register 2000 voters this year. Let
the delinquents do their duty today.
et Ry RS

POPULATION GUESSES.

urges revolt against “‘machine’” methods in polities.! The census office announces that it is going to- pub-

We are unable to find any redeeming feature in
the direet primary law, and must, therefore, advise
voters to cast their ballots against it. Its prineipal
feature is contrary to American prineiples. This law
requires that a man shall state his politics and be
known as republican, demoerat, socialist, prohibition-
ist or whatever political faith he may seleet, There
are, unfortunately, a great many persons who can
not afford to declare themselves politieally. These
men have families to support, and partisan polities
or even active politieal interest may interfere with
the supply of bread and butter essential to the main-

lish annual estimates of the population of the United
States. It starts by allowing us 80,000,000 people at
present.

There is no new information in this estimate, or,
rather, guess, says the Saturday Evening Post. It
is based on the simple assumption that we have
gained one-tenth as much in each year sinee the last
census as we gained in the 10 years between that

census und the one preceding. Anybody ean make a
similar computation, and in fact the sum has often
been worked out.

tenance of the home,

The direct primary law’s terms are substantially |
to the effect that twio elections shall be held—one for
the purpose of making nominations and the uthor|

Tor the purpose of voting for candidates nc-rnmm.-d[l 330,000 a year. When the annual volume of immi- [Chicago and St. Louls the round trip |

at the first election. This means that a‘poor man
can not make a political campaign. The law also
excludes from the alleged benefits of its provisions
those politieal parties which have not cast at least
25 per cent of the vote for congressmen at the next
preceding eleetion—another un-American provision,
caleulated to shut out the smaller parties.

We see no objection in the present method of mak-
ing nominations and electing candidates. It is trne
the party eommittees select delegates to the eonven-
tion, but the will of the voters can not be thwarted |
by these committees. Men are bilked politically only
when they permit themselves to be bilked.

man available for office, else the ticket will not win.
The voters may express their preference for delegates
to the convention after the lists are wade up by the
commitfees, so there can be no reasonable objeetion to
this feature of our present method of condueting
political matters,

The primary reformers set up a great cry about
the machine in polities and appeal to voters to sup-
port their f
dishonesty of politicians, They forget,
try to make the voters f'u['l_:t_'t, that the ]H'upll- are be-
hind all political movements which are sueeessful.
The voters have the situation well in hand at all|

however, or|

stages of the proceedings. Nominations are not neees- |
sary, and men have been eleeted whose names did
not even appear on the official ballot. We had a case
of this kind in Astoria only a few vears ago, when
the *‘eitizen’” eandidate for police commissioner was
elected, notwithstanding his name did not appear on
the ballot. Voters went to the polls and wrote his
name on the ballots which were handed to them. The
vote for the candidates for poliee eommissioner was
yuite up to that cast for other eandidates, demon-
strating the praetieability of the provision of the law
under which the election of the citizen candidate was
brought about.

The present system is good enough. If the reform-
ers had something better to offer, we would support
the measure, but our advice to all voters—democrats,
republicans, socialists, prohibitionists and all the
rest—is te vote against the direct primary law. It
ought to be deefated by a very large majority.

&
VOTERS MUST REGISTER.

Within about two weeks the registration books for
the county and state and presidential elections will
be dused After the night of May 16 voters who
have not registered will be excluded from exereise of
their elective franchise, unless their votes are sworn
in at the coming elections. If they would vote at
both eleetions, their votes must be sworn in twice,

Those who frequent the polls on eleetion day know
of the great annoyance incident to the swearing in
of votes. Bix freeholders—legal voters who own
property—must be found to make affidavit to the

[tion.

fare in most European eountries,

I'tu subtraet the deaths from the

The weakest point of the census office rule is its
failure to take account of fluctuations in immigra-
Our population increased in the 10 years be-
tween 1890 and 1900 at an average rate of about

gration runs from a quarter of a million to nearly a
million it is plain that it must make wide variations
in the total inerease, Sinee the greatest immigra-
tion in our history has come within the past three
vears, in which time 2,000,000 steerage immigrants
have landed at our ports, not counting the arrivals
from Canada and Mexico, it is probable that our

present population is considerably in exeess of the | Paul
It is likely to lines, but If pamsenger wishes to re-

turn through California tickets can be
sold accordingly, but at an Incrensed
rate of $13.50 added to above.

figure estimated by the census office.
be nearer 82,000,000 than 80,000,000,

What we really need, to make our annual esti-
mates of population something bettes than guesses,

The rmli-!is a national system of registering births and deaths. [stred, call or address A. D. Charlton,
nary, politieal eommittee will select the very best| With vital statistics as aceurately reeorded as they|Assistant Genernl Passenger Agent,
J Uorthern
street, corner of 3rd, Portland, Ore.

all we should have
to do to get at our inerease of population wonld be
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time, The voter Boes to the office of the M states worse today and his death In hourly
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Budapest, 4. —Maurua Jokal,

lliness wan reported yesterday, v much

expected,

Advance in Diamends.

New York, May 4 —Diamond Im-
porters have been advised of another
advance by the European syndicate
in the selling of stone. The charge
amounts to 6 per cent and affects ull
grades of uncut stones.

ROBBED THE GRAVE.

A starding incldent is related by
Joha Oliver of Philadelphia, as fol-
lows: “I was In awful condition. My
skin was almost yellow, eyes sunken,
tongue coated, paln ocentinually In
back and sides, no appetite. grewing
weaker day by day. MM
had given me up. Then I was
te use Electric Bitters; te my
joy, the first bottle made a deelded Im-
provement. 1 continuerd thelr use for
three weeks, and am now a well man.
I know they robbed the grave of an-
other vietim.” No one should fall to
try them. Only 00 centa, guaranteed,
at Charles Rogers’, druggiet,

The Northern Pacific Rallway Com-
pany will place round trip tickets from
Portland to St. Louls and return on
account of the world's falr on sale an

follows:

May 11th, 12th and 13th.
June 16th, 1Tth and 18th.
July 1at, 2nd and Srd.
August Bth, 9th and 10th.
Sept. 5th, 6th and Tth.
October 3rd, 4th and 5th,

The round trip rate to St. Louls and
return I':om Portland will be §67.50.
Tickets will be good for return via any
direet line.

A round trip rate of $72.60 will also
be made from Portland to Chicago and
reguri.

If o passenger desires to take In both

rate will be §75.00,

All tickets will be good for 90 days
from date of msale. Tickets will be
good golng ten days from date of male
#0 that a limited stop-over can be had
on the golng trip and on the return
trip passengers can stop at thelr pleas-
ure west of the Missourl river or St
These rates apply via direct

For any additional Informntion de-

Pacific Ry, 255 Morrigon

net immigration. Then we should not have to guess

at the number of our population between census,
We should know.
+
Government ownership of railways has  proved

anciful scheme because of the generalefficient in répresenting a strike in the Austria-Hun-

garian empire, On April 21 the employes on the
Western Hungarian railway all struek to enforee a
long-standing demand for inereased wages nnd the

wiys. The nine Hungarian state railways operate
about 8,600 miles, while the dozen or more private
mostly very small, aggregate less than 1000

The government lost no time in

linds,
miles.

with the military serviee, and took such vigorous
steps to fill the places of those who did not promptly
return to work that on the 26th it was announead

least seems to prove that labor organiations have
much less chance of winning in their demands on
railways owned by the government than on the lines
of corporations.
—

Rumors from Germany that the fire insurance
companies in the realm of Emperor William are dis-
cussing the advisability of retiring a'together from |eeps
business in North Ameriea because of their heavy
losses in' Baltimore, Toronto and other cities on this
continent seem hardly eredible. Yet it cannot be dis-
puted that even before the destruction of Chicag,
more than 30 years ago, and in the years since that
famous eonflagration, British and European cities
have suffered few ravages from flames which eould
be compared in extent with those which have swept
away so much property in this hemisphere. Our
fire departments on this side of the water have been,
as a rule, hard working enough, but too many of our
buildings have been quick burning structures,

right of the applicant to cast his ballot. Trouble is *

always experienced in finding six men who are ae-
quainted with the applicant and who know he is
qualified to vote. The formality of swearing in a
voter takes from 15 minutes to an hour’s time, is

Bourke Cockran is the favorite demoeratic orator
this year. Four years ago he blew so lustily on & re-
publiean horn that the demoerats had 1o stuff cotton
in their ears,

births and add the]

men on the other government roads followed suit,|_
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eompletely tying up traffic except on the private rail- S Aan i O et

r Chi
arresting hrﬂ.-‘.

hundreds of strikers hy virtue of their eonnection | Speeist
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that the strike was ended, and that passenger and|a (X Worth, Oniaha, Kan- | 9 90 u m
freight trains were again running regularly. What t‘-i:u:w cmg:fumdlﬁnnl?ul
effect this demonstration for better pay will have on R T
the parliament remains to be seen, but the event at %u"ﬁ':n w'"' il g 'u'a::.

7:4b BWpm

I

OREGON
Suom LINE

UnieN PACIFIC

hours from Pertlund to Chicago.

TIVES'HEDULES

Lepart From
= | rontidsp

Malt Lake, Denver, Pt l
Worth, Omaba, Knn- | 638 pm
naa City, Bt Louls |
via Hunt-{Chionsgo sod the kaut |

Allaatie
hx Falt lake, Denver P

e a'po‘l:.ithsl Dulu
v 1w u. bicago,
kane

©CBAN AND RIVER BCHEDULE
—Frem Asteria—
All salling dates subject to change.

For Bam Francisce every five daya,
M - bin BRI to
o r::ndhnd':ny Dl:ly exX-
.nd.lqp eept Mon

teamer Nahcotta leaves Astoria on
tide dally except Bunday for Ilwace,
comnectling there with trains for Long
Beach, Tiega and Nerth Beach polnis,
Heturning arrives at Asteria same
evening . =

Threugh tickets to and from all prin-
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Asterla, Ore.
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the Flungarian novellst whose nerious
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Dr. VAUGHAN,

DexTist.

Pythian Bullding, Astoria, Oregon.

JAY TUTTLE, M. D,
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEO

Aoting Amistant Surgeon
U. 8. Marine Hospital Mervios,

OfMice hours: 10 to 13 a.m. 1 to 4100 p.
471 Commercial Btreet, fnd Floor,

478 Commercial 8t, Shanaban Building

Dr. T. L. BALL Dr. RHODA ©. HICKS |
ST OSTEOPATHY '
Mansell Bidg, 878 Commaercial Bt
A3 Commarcial street, Astoria Ore, PHONE BLACK 208,
Pr. W. 0. LOGAN C. W. BARR, DENTIST
DENTI Maneel! Building

578 Qommervial Sireol, Astoria;, Ore
TELEPHONE RED 2001

. J. TRENCHARD

P inbdrante, ('Oommissior and Shipping.
CUSTOMSE HOUSE BROKER.

Agent Welle-Fargo and Northern
Pagific Bxpress Companies,

Cer. BLEVENTH and BOND BTH

Marioe and
Ktationary,
From

1% o 850
Horse power

L sl il X)X,

AL LEX XN

FRESH AND CURED MEATS
Wholesale and Retail

Ships, Logging Camps and Mills supplied on short notice,
LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD

E WASHINGTON MARKET - CHRISTENSON 2 C0.

A XXX L2332 2R 2 A XA LR R L.
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California

ASTORIA AND COLUMWBIA
RIVER RAILROAD

Where nature Is nlways In
a pleasant mood, providing
SBunshine, Frult and Fow-
ers at all seamons of the
year,

$55.00

Portland to Los Ange~
los and Return

Fine vastibule trainms, mag-
nificent mountaln scenery
on the Great Shasta Route
of the

Southern
Pacific Co.

Pamphlet desoriptive of
Galifernia resoris will be
sent fres om appllcation to

W. E. COMAN, Gen. Pacsenger Agent
PORTLAND eRpaeoN

—_——-—
The World’s Fale Route.

These anticipating an eastern trip,
er & visit te the Louislana Purchase
exponition at 8L Lowuis, eannot afford
to overlook the advantages sffered by
the Missuri Pacific Raflway, which, en
noeount of ita varjous routes and nl’-
ways, has beem appropriately named
“The World’'s Falr Rouls.”

Passengers from the northwest take
the Missourl Pacific trains from Den-
ver or Pueblo, with the cholee of either
going direct through Kansas City, or
via Wichita, Fort Beott and Pleasanl
HIN,

Two iralns dally from Denver and
Pusblo te Bt. Louls without change,
earrying all classes of modern equip-
ment, including electric lighted obser.
vatton parler cafe dining oars, Ten
dally trains between Kanmas City and,
#t. Lauis.

Write or oall en W, €. MoBride, gan.
eral agent, 124 Third street, Portland,

ad Mterature.
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§:00 a m| Portiand Unlon De-| 11:10m m
7:00 p m| pot for Astorla and| 9:40 pm
| Way Pointa |

T:46am| For Portland and| 11:80am
6:10 p m| Way Pointa lwlﬂpm

SHASIDE DIVISION

*:lfam
1:%am
0 pm

Astoria for Waren-| T:é0am

ton, Flavel Fort| 4:00pm

Btevens, !luurnoud *10:d6am
Innd Seanide |

“lilmf Bttlhle for WIr-| ﬂupm,
*9:8am| renton, Flavel,| 7: 0py-
2:90pm| Hammond,  Fort| *9:% & 1a

| Stevens l Astoria)

“Bunday only DL i

All trains make close eonnections at
Goble with all Northern Pacific traine
to and from the Bast and SBound polnta

J. C, Mayo,
Gcnml'ﬁllhtmm Agent.

—_ e e b

“As the .
Crow Flies”

"The shortest line between
Bnul

Minnupolu, St, and

Chicage s

the reute of the famous

North- |
Western
Limited

“The Train For Comfort.” r |
every night in the year, ;
Bafore slaibing Tl o lﬂn-u mailer

whors—wrile ng informa:
Wen about com| mv{uu

H. L SISLER, Genersl Agent.
182 Third 8L Portland, Oregon.

Ftor detatled Information and illustrat-

-t 1Enuu.




